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First Sunday in Advent
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First Sunday in Advent

W E L S Imminent Arrival of the One who Calls

Chrlsts Love, Our Calling.

W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we

gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our
worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Dear Lord let your calling voice be heard by all this
season so that the truth may resound: that at the right time, God sent his son to
redeem. At the exact right time, you will again come to judge. Lord of life, while it
is still day, use us as your ambassadors to proclaim the imminent arrival of the King
of Kings.

THEME OF THE DAY: Advent marks the start of a new Church Year. Jesus calls us
anew to follow him. As we learn his importance for our lives, we are moved to
tell others about what we have seen and heard. Soon we will celebrate the
first arrival of the Savior on earth. We look forward to the time when he will
arrive again, and we celebrate his arrival in the lives of our family and friends.

WORSHIP SERIES: Do you remember the feeling when someone important is about
to arrive at your place? It's a mixture of anticipation and excitement and
nervousness. During these weeks before Christmas, we anticipate the
imminent arrival of Jesus. He’s an important person! We are about to
celebrate his birth. He could return on judgment day at any time. We can feel
the excitement of an imminent arrival.

SERVING GOD, SERVING US:
Worship Leader: Pastor JonAlden Pedersen Flautist: Lydia Wolfe
Organ/Piano: Robyn Stoller, Maia Gumbrill

Please thank Maia Gumbrill. Maia recently began organ study following the Pedals,
Pipes and Pizza event held at Salem in March. We praise God for her dedication and we
look forward to hearing her musical gifts shared in worship. This weekend she is
playing the offertory piece and closing hymn. If you or a person that you know would
be interested in learning more about the organ, please let us know!

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater + www.salemlutheran.org + 651-439-7831

church@salemlutheran.org



Order of Worship @

CW Hymnal, Setting Four

Lighting of the Advent Candles

M: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who is coming again. He will
come to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead.

C: We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time. None of us know
what day that will be.

: We hear his call to watch.
We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting.

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
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One Advent candle is lit.
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and ev - er shine in splen-dor re - flect-ed from your throne.
as - cribe all pow’r and glo - ry and praise to God a - lone.

Please stand.

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

[ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS |

M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.




M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

C: Holy God, gracious Father, | am sinful by nature and have sinned against you
in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have not loved you with my whole
heart; | have not loved others as | should. | deserve your punishment both
now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent
suffering and death. Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
C: Amen
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( THE WORD OF GOD ]

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

M: Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us
from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated.

First Reading Ezekial 3:16-21
Jesus calls us to speak both law and gospel to the world.

'°At the end of seven days the word of the LORD came to me: *"“Son of
man, | have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word |
speak and give them warning from me. *When | say to a wicked person, ‘You
will surely die,” and you do not warn them or speak out to dissuade them from
their evil ways in order to save their life, that wicked person will die for their
sin, and 1 will hold you accountable for their blood. **But if you do warn the
wicked person and they do not turn from their wickedness or from their evil
ways, they will die for their sin; but you will have saved yourself.

2%4pAgain, when a righteous person turns from their righteousness and does
evil, and | put a stumbling block before them, they will die. Since you did not
warn them, they will die for their sin. The righteous things that person did will
not be remembered, and | will hold you accountable for their blood. 2Byt if
you do warn the righteous person not to sin and they do not sin, they will
surely live because they took warning, and you will have saved yourself.”

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Let All the Earth Cry Out to the Lord Psalm 66A
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Lord, cry  out to the Lord with joy!



Verses
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Second Reading Romans 13:11-14

Jesus calls people to faith and to service in his kingdom.

And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come
for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now
than when we first believed. **The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.
So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let
us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not
in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. *Rather,
clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to
gratify the desires of the flesh.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand.



Gospel Acclamation Revelation 22:20
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He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, | am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Refrain

Gospel John 1:35-42

Jesus calls people to faith and to service in his kingdom.

**The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. **When he
saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

*When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. **Turning
around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”

3“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with
him. It was about four in the afternoon.

*Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John
had said and who had followed Jesus. *'The first thing Andrew did was to find
his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the
Christ). **And he brought him to Jesus.

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called
Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated.

Children’s Devotion



Hymn of the Day: Savior of the Nations, Come CW 301 sts. 1-4
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heav’n and earth, that the Lord chose such a  Dbirth.
God made flesh, wom-an’s off-spring, pure and fresh.
world dis - owned, yet to be in heav’n en - throned!
death and hell. High the song of tri - umph swell!

Sermon Based on Romans 10:10-18

“The Truth Resounds!”

Please stand after the sermon.

( THANKSGIVING ]

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated.

Offering
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@ Connect Card

Please stand.

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you.

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and forever. Amen.

: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we

so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened
and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of ever-
lasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Blessing
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -} give you peace.

C: Amen.



Hymn: Savior of the Nations, Come CW301st.5
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Silent Prayer and Announcements

Acknowledgments

Setting Four from Christian Worship
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Versior’,

NIV®, Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted under OnelLicense # 48708 and CCLI # 630266

Fellowship & Spiritual Growth
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry
between services. Sunday JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:10am

in the kindergarten room. Adult Bible study begins at 9:15 in the fellowship hall
downstairs

For Worship Next Week

Worship theme: Imminent Arrival of the Judge

Bible Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10, Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12
Hymns: 312, 316, 318
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

For our auegly

We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have questions
about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near you. We're
happy to help!

Please take note of a few helpful things:

+

+

Restrooms with diaper-changing tables are located straight down the hall
opposite the sanctuary entrance.

Our sanctuary is equipped with a “loop” system for hearing assistance.
Please set hearing aids to the “T” position or ask an usher for a headset.

You will find a connection card in your pew. Please share names, contact
information, and prayer requests.

Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord.
Guests are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to donate you can
place it in a basket as it's passed during the service or give online.

Our services are streamed live on our YouTube channel. If you would prefer
not to be on camera, please sit in the seats located beneath the balcony.
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We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing, pray,
and grow with us in our services.

We provide a few special worship aids and helps for families:

+

Children’s bulletins & activity bags are available in the entry, just to the left
of the office hallway. Ask an usher if you need help finding them.

If you or your child needs a quiet space, you can use the fireside room down
the hallway across from the restrooms. The service is streamed live on a TV
in the room.

On Sunday mornings, children of all ages are invited to come to the front of
church for the children’s message. Parents are welcome too!

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God

by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may
grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity.




